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The SALT New Music Festival and Symposium is a one-week event occurring from 
May 25th to June 2nd, 2013, at Open Space and at the University of Victoria School 

of Music in Victoria, BC, Canada. 
Tha SALT New Music Festival and Symposium 
consists of concerts, masterclasses, lectures and 
private lessons given by composers and 
interpreters of contemporary music from around 
the world. The event is created, organized and 
hosted by the Tsilumos Ensemble whose 
members are Dániel Péter Biró (Guitar), 
Kristofer Covlin (Saxophones), Ajtony Csaba 
(Piano, Harpsichord and Conductor) and Joanna 
Hood (Viola). Bringing experts in the field of 
contemporary music to Victoria, BC, the SALT 
New Music Festival and Symposium aims to 
create a new framework for the study, research 
and performance of contemporary and 
electronic music in this  event. 
 
In this year's SALT New Music Festival and 
Symposium, the Tsilumos Ensemble will 
premiere three new compositions by Wolf 
Edwards (Victoria, BC), Steven Takasugi 
(Harvard University) and Gianluca Ullivelli 
(Florence, Italy).  Guest artists of the SALT New 
Music Festival and Symposium include recent 
winners of the Darmstadt Summer Course 
Kranichstein Prize Ensemble Dal Niente 
(Chicago, USA), the world-renowned members 
of the Experimentalstudio (Freiburg,Germany), 

the Quasar Saxophone Quartet (Montreal, QC) 
and Tuba soloist Max Murray (Berlin/Victoria). 
The festival program will include Canadian and 
World Premieres from composers Marc André, 
Aaron Cassidy, Gianluca Ullivelli, Wolf Edwards, 
Detlef Hausinger and Steven Kazuo Takasugi 
among many others. 
 
The 2013 SALT New Music Festival and 
Symposium will present a series of lectures, 
colloquia and masterclasses given by the 
composers and performers at the festival. 
Students of composition, contemporary music 
performance, electro-acoustic music, 
conducting and musicology from Canada and 
around the world are invited to apply to the 
program. Selected students will be given the 
chance to take part in courses in composition, 
electronic music and contemporary music 
interpretation. Reading sessions with the 
Tsilumos Ensemble, Ensemble Dal Niente and 
the Quasar Saxophone Quartet. 
 
The 2013 SALT Festival and Symposium has 
received funding from the Canada Council for 
the Arts, the Ernst von Siemens Foundation for 
Music and the Art Mentor Foundation Lucerne. 



 

3 

The Tsilumos Ensemble 

The Tsilumos Ensemble is a new music ensemble based in Victoria, BC, 
Canada. Formed in 2011, the Ensemble is co-directed by members Joanna 
Hood, Dániel Péter Biró, Ajtony Csaba and Kris Covlin. The Ensemble 
performs chamber music ranging from duos to large instrumental 
combinations. Its main objective is to give new and little-known Canadian 
and international works an optimal performance, regardless of technical 
and intellectual demands or compositional style.  
 
The word Tsilumos combines the words Tsil (Hebrew for “ring”) and 
Lumos (Latin for “light”). Since its inception the ensemble has brought 
high quality, challenging new music to the larger community of British 
Columbia. In 2011 and 2012 Tsilumos cooperated with Open Space, an 
artist-run cultural center in Victoria, to create the SALT New Music 
Festival.The 2011 SALT Festival consisted of six concerts over a single day, 
allowing community members to experience a wide variety of modern 
music, including new Canadian and international works. In March 2012 the 
second Annual SALT Festival presented Canadian and international works 
aswell as world premieres of new works by Chaya Czernowin (Professor of 
Composition at Harvard University) and Bernhard Gander (Austria). In 2012 
Tsilumos was awarded a grant–in–aid from the Ernst von Siemens Music 
Foundation, allowing them to commission new works by Wolf Edwards 
(Canada) Gianluca Ulivelli (Italy) and Steven Takasugi (USA) for the 2013 
SALT Festival. 
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- Ipsum 

The SWR Experimentalstudio from Freiburg searches to 
synthesize acoustic arts and advanced technology through the 
medium of live-electronic sound-extension.  After 40 years of 
activity on the international music scene it has established 
itself as the leading ensemble for performing ambitious 
compositions with live electronics. 

The Quasar Saxophone Quartet are ardent devotees of the 
music of our time, dedicated to premiering and promoting 
contemporary music that is multi-dimensionally conceived.  
The quartet has premiered over 70 works and is actively touring 
their music internationally. 

Ensemble Dal Niente is a Chicago-based contemporary music 
ensemble dedicated to the promotion and advancement of 
contemporary music through concerts, commissions and 
educational activities. Recent winners of the Kranichsteiner 
Prize of the Darmstadt Summer Courses, Dal Niente represents 
a fresh new voice on the international music scene. 

Tubist and composer Max Murray, after graduating with 
distinction from the University of Victoria’s composition 
department, completed a master’s degree in performance with 
a focus on new music at the Musikhochschule Berlin, and is 
currently pursuing further graduate studies in composition at 
the Musikhochschule Leipzig.  As a freelancer he has performed 
alongside members of KNM Berlin, Ensemble Surplus, Ensemble 
Adapter, Vancouver New Music, and MAM. 

Composer Wolf Edwards taught himself electric guitar in 1986. 
He then began writing musical and lyrical compositions for 
underground political punk rock groups; an activity he began in 
1987 and continues to this day. His works have been performed 
around the world by the Arditti String Quartet, Ensemble 
Surplus and the Esprit Orchestra. 

The SALT New Music Festival and Symposium 
brings together composers and performers of 
New Music from around the world. This year’s 
performers and lecturers are: 

Composer Suzanne Farrin’s “appealingly tart” (New York 
Times) sound has been brought to life by some of the great 
musicians of today, such the International Contemporary 
Ensemble (ICE), Anthony Roth Costanzo, the Arditti Quartet, the 
American Composers Orchestra and the Locrian Chamber Players 
among others.  She is currently associate professor of 
Composition and Director of the Conservatory of Music at the 
State University of New York (SUNY) Purchase. 
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Steven Kazuo Takasugi studied composition with Noah 
Creshevsky, Bunita Marcus, Morton Feldman, Brian 
Ferneyhough, Joji Yuasa and Roger Reynolds.  His works have 
been presented worldwide including at Acousmain, the Transit 
Festival, ICMC Thessaloniki and IRCAM among others. Steven 
Takasugi is Associate in the Music Department at Harvard 
University. 

Detleft Heusinger is active as the Artistic Director of the 
Experimental Studio since 2006. His music has been performed 
by some of the world’s premiere ensembles including the 
Arditti Quartet, Ensemble Modern and Ensemble Recherche 
among many others. 

Claus-Steffen Mahnkopf, born in 1962 in Mannheim (Germany), 
studies in composition, music theory, piano, musicology, 
philosophy, and sociology with Brian Ferneyhough, Klaus Huber, 
Jürgen Habermas among others. Recepient of many 
international prizes and awards for his compositions, he is one 
of the most sought after composers.  For more information 
www.claussteffenmahnkopf.de. 

Gianluca Ulivelli studied piano and experimental composition 
with Romano Pezzati and Salvatore Sciarrino at the 
Conservatorio Luigi Cherubini in Florence. He continnued to 
study composition with Helmut Lachenmannh and Marco 
Stroppa at the Musikhochschule Stuttgart, and in 2004 
graduated "with distinction." Since 2007 Gianluca Ulivelli has 
been professor of composition at the Conservatorio Gaetano 
Donizetti in Bergamo and since 2008 he has been professor of 
music theory, analysis and composition at the Conservatorio 
Rinaldo Franci in Siena. 

As a recording engineer, Kirk McNally has worked with the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra in Tanglewood, Reaction Studios in 
Toronto, The Warehouse Studios and Amoury Studios, both in 
Vancouver. His recording credits include R.E.M, Bryan Adams, 
Sloan, Matthew Good, and most recently, The Aventa 
Ensemble’s ‘LE SIGNE DU LION - the music of Gilles Tremblay’. 
Kirk is a founding member of LUVLEE, (Live University of 
Victoria Laptop and Electro-acoustic Ensemble) an ensemble 
dedicated to experimental performances using originally 
developed technologies.  

Specialising in 20th-century music history, Jonathan Goldman is 
Assistant Professor of Musicology at the School of Music of the 
University of Victoria.  Jonathan Goldman is a specialist on the 
music of Pierre Boulez.  He is currently working on a study of 
Claude Vivier and Indonesian influences. 
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Application Form 

I am a 
 
☐ Composer 
☐ Performer - Instrument ______________ 
☐ Sound Technician 
☐ Musicologist 
☐ Other - specify____________  
 
I am interested in the following events: 
  
☐ Composers’ presentations 
☐ Electroacoustic Workshops (Members of Experimentalstudio Freiburg, Kirk McNailly UVic) 
☐ Composition Readings (Tsilumos, Dal Niente, Quasar Saxophone Quartet) 
☐ Composition seminars and individual tuition 
☐ Concerts and related events (available for free only for registered participants) 
☐ Ensemble coachings and individual tuition 
  
All events are scheduled consecutively making it possible to attend more than one.   The 
number of participants is limited, and registration in advance is necessary to secure your 
placement.  
  
Name: 
Age: 
Address: 
Province/State  
Postal/zip code                                                 
Country 
Email:                                                               
Phone number: 
Alternate phone number: 
Emergency contact:  
Name: 
Relationship to Applicant:  
Phone number 
Email: 
Current status (check which best describes you) 
           ☐  Undergraduate student 
           ☐  Graduate Student 
           ☐ High School Student 
           ☐ Professional Musician 
           ☐ Other (please describe) 
 
Composers please include a short resume and upload a pdf of the score you would like to have 
read. Individual performers or pre-formed ensembles, please submit a resume and a recording 
of a recent performance with this application in mp3 or QuickTime-compatible movie format.  
Send this online according to the instructions on the website.  This application form is also 
available online at www.tsilumos.org. 
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The SALT New Music Festival and Symposium 
has been made possible with generous support 

from these organizations 



 

 

 

Thank you 
We very much appreciate your interest in the 2013 
SALT New Music Festival and Symposium, and we look 
forward to seeing you at the festival.  For any 
inquiries please contact us by email at 
saltfestival2013@gmail.com 

The Tsilumos Ensemble 
2635A Blackwood St. 
Victoria, BC, Canada  

www.tsilumos.org 


